CHARLES   FROHMAN

Arnold Daly, Dodson Mitchel, and J. H. Gilmour.
The play opened at the Broad Street Theater in Phila-
delphia. At the dress rehearsal began an incident
which showed Charles's ready resource.

In the second act the business of the play required
that Miss Marlowe take a gun and shoot a man. No
gun was at hand. It was decided to send the late Byron
Ongley, assistant stage-manager of the company, to the
Stratford Hotel, where the star lived, with a gun and
show her how to use it there.

When Prohman, who came to see the rehearsal, heard
of this he had an inspiration for a fine piece of
publicity.

"Why can't Ongley pretend to be a crank and appear
to be making an attempt on Miss Marlowe's life?"

He liked Ongley, and he really conceived the idea
more to play one of his numerous practical jokes than
to capitalize the event.

Without saying a word to Ongley, Dillingham notified
the Stratford management that Miss Marlowe had re-
ceived a threatening letter from a crank who might
possibly appear and make an attempt on her life. When
Ongley entered the hotel lobby innocently carrying the
gun he was beset by four huge porters and borne to the
ground. The police were summoned and he was haled
off to jail, where he spent twenty-four hours. The
newspapers made great capital of the event, and it stimu^
lated interest in the performance.

When " Barbara Ftitchie" opened at the Criterion
Theater in New York, which had passed under the Froh-
man control, it scored an immediate success. It ran for
four months. Not only was Miss Marlowe put into the
front rank of paying stars, but the success of the play
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